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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

1 . Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1 .97-1 .99, Applicant hereby submits reference of which he or she is 
aware that may be material to the examination of this application, and of which there may be 
a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. The filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in 
the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(b), nor shall the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made. 

2. The references are listed on the accompanying Forms PTO-1449, and a copy of each 
reference is provided herewith. 

3. This Information Disclosure Statement: 

[ ] Accompanies a new patent application submitted herewith. 

[ X ] Ts-being filed within 3 months after the filing date of the application. 

[ ] Before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 

[ ] After each of the above, but before the mailing date of either a final action or 
Notice of Allowance and is accompanied by a: 


[ ] After all of the above, but before payment of the Issue Fee. The Statement is 
accompanied by a certification and a petition requesting consideration of the 
Statement and a petition fee of $130 (37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i)(l). 


4. The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fees, if any, or 
discrepancies in fees required, to Deposit Account 10-0096. 

5 . Undersigned counsel hereby requests a telephone conference with the Examiner if there are 
any questions. It is respectfully requested that the references be considered by the Examiner, 
be made a part of the official record, and be cited in the issued patent. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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James M. Hume 


FILING DATE: 
March 11, 2004 

GROUP: 

Not Available 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initial 


Patent 
Number 

Issue 
Date 


Patentee 

Class 

Sub- 
class 

Filing Date 
If 

Appropriate 



5,618,616 

04/08/1997 


Hume et al. 

428 

319.3 

04/19/1995 



5,143,768 

09/01/1992 


Wilderman et al. 

428 

68 

08/30/1991 



5,856,371 

01/05/1999 


Grimm et al. 

521 

159 

02/09/1996 



3,844,527 

10/29/1974 


Scott, Sam C. 

249 

189 

09/06/1973 



4,361,336 

11/30/1982 


Reeh et al. 

277 

207 

10/03/1980 



4,800,128 

01/24/1989 


Schacht et al. 

421 

448 

06/04/1987 



5,340,652 

08/23/1994 


Sondhe et al. 

428 

413 

12/10/1993 



5,879,501 

03/09/1999 


Livingston, Gregory J. 

156 

242 

12/19/1996 



5,608,998 

03/11/1997 


Hume, James M. 

52 

245 

03/08/1995 



5,032,197 

07/16/1991 


Trimble 

156 

71 

11/27/1989 



5,017,258 

05/21/1991 


Brown et al. 

156 

294 

11/06/1987 



5,002,438 

03/26/1991 


Strong 

405 

303 

01/03/1990 



4,426,817 

01/24/1984 


Bomhard, Helmut 

52 

262 

09/05/1980 



5,098,059 

03/24/1992 


Sawyer, Robert D. 

249 

16 

04/11/1990 



5,283,299 

02/01/1994 


Tramontano et al. 

525 

529 

05/07/1992 
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Publ. 
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Translation 
Yes No 


OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Relevant Pages, Place of Publication) 


EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 


*It is believed these references are potentially relevant but applicant has not determined whether or not these 
two online printouts represent prior art as they were a result of search performed after applicant's date of 
invention. 
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